Before you can join, you need to take two online FEMA courses and their open-book tests.   These two tests are the NIMS IS700.a and the NIMS IS100.a.  The link to the tests is below.  All emergency workers in the nation have to do these tests before they can be firemen, police, sheriffs, or affiliated with any SAR group or other emergency responders.  The registration process cannot proceed until these courses have been taken and completed.  It isn't easy being a volunteer....our work is vital asset to the community, and our training program is what makes Pierce County's Explorer Search and Rescue unit one of the best in the country.  

Here is the link for the classes: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/Is/
This will bring up a page with Emergency Management Institute - FEMA Independent Study Program.  Click on ISP Course List.  This will bring you to a list of all the Independent Study Courses.  Scroll down to IS-700.a National Incident Management System (NIMS) An Introduction and click on it.  On the right will be a box with Take Final Exam, click on that.  Mark agree (x) and continue.  There are six pages.  Scroll to the bottom of each page and print it.  This is an open book exam, so just mark in your answers as you take the course. Now go back to the NIMS 700.a opening page and take the course. There are 6 lessons.  Start with the first one.  You can go through the exam right on the computer or print out each lesson overview.  When you are finished with the course, use the printed answer sheets as you take the final exam on-line and submit the test.  Please keep your hand-marked sheets in the event that you must re-take the test...it does happen now and again.  

Once you have submitted the open-book test, you will get e-mail from FEMA almost immediately in most cases, containing the certificate for each test.  You need to forward those e-mails to the membership and records chairman at pcesarmemrec@yahoo.com.  Make sure you keep your copies at least until you have confirmation that they were received and printed.  You should also print out a copy of each certificate yourself and file it somewhere safe.  Most of these courses are part of college credits, so you want to have ready proof that you did them.  

IS-100.a Intro to Incident Command System is done the same way only there is a printable version you can print all at one time.

The tests will take some time, there is no way around it. ESAR has worked with FEMA in the past, and will do so again in the future and this is just now part of our training.  

We hope to have a class in the future to help people with these tests...we are working on that now, and, meanwhile, you can always contact the Dept. of Emergency Management for Pierce County and ask about their classes.  

http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/abtus/ourorg/dem/NIMSInfo.htm
The tests are not difficult...they are open-book, and they will take some time, but they are just the beginning to being part of a great group of people.  Get those done, and then the training starts to get really fun and interesting.  

